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MARCUS DODS 

The death of Marcus Dods, since 1889 professor of New Testament 
Theology in New College, Edinburgh, removes a biblical scholar well 
known on both sides of the Atlantic. Professor Dods's visit to America 
in 1 904 is well remembered and made a notable impression in this country, 
where he has long been well known through his numerous works in both 
Old and New Testament fields. His striking personality was the subject 
of a biographical article from the pen of his friend, the late Professor 
A. B. Bruce, of Glasgow, in the Biblical World for April, 1896 (Vol. VII, 
pp. 245-51). 

Professor Dods died in Edinburgh, April 26, 1909, at the age of seventy- 
five. Memorial services were conducted in St. George's, Edinburgh, on 
the Sunday following, by Dr. Alexander Whyte, his life-long friend. 

Marcus Dods was born in Northumberland, in 1834. He was the 
youngest son of Rev. Marcus Dods, minister of the Scotch church in 
Belford, and himself a writer upon theological subjects. The young 
Marcus was early taken to Edinburgh (1838), where he was educated, 
passing through the academy and the university, and graduating in 1854. 
His theological studies he pursued at the New College, Edinburgh, being 
licensed to preach in 1858. His " probationary' ' period was peculiarly 
trying, no less than twenty-three churches refusing him as minister. In 
1864 he became minister of Renfield Free Church, Glasgow, where he 
remained until his appointment to the professorship of theology at New 
College, Edinburgh, in 1889. In 1907 he became principal of the college. 
His mature life was thus divided between his ministry of twenty-five years 
at Glasgow and his professorship at Edinburgh, held for twenty years. 
Professor Dods has for some time been known to be seriously ill, and 
while his death is not a surprise, it brings grief to a wide circle of friends, 
and to biblical scholarship serious loss. 

Dr. Dods began to publish before his settlement at Glasgow. The 
Prayer That Teaches to Pray appeared in 1863, and from that time his 
activity as a publishing scholar was almost continuous. He participated 
in the publication of the Ante-Nicene Library and contributed several 
important parts to that monumental work. 

With Dr. Whyte of Edinburgh Dr. Dods edited a useful series of 
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" Handbooks for Bible Classes," to which he contributed the volumes on 
Genesis (1882), and Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi (1879). To the 
Expositor's Bible he contributed " Genesis," "John," and "I Corin- 
thians;" to the Expositor's Greek Testament, the "Gospel according to St. 
John" (1897). His Commentary on Thessalonians appeared in 1882. 
His latest and most comprehensive work was his Bross Lectures: The 
Bible: Its Origin and Nature (1904). Beside these he wrote a num- 
ber of other books, and many articles for the Expositor, the Encyclo- 
paedia Brittanica, etc. 

Of Dr. Dods's quarter-century of service in the Renfield Free Church, 
Dr. Bruce says that he was the weightiest if not the most popular preacher 
in Glasgow. His career as a theological professor, though early threatened 
by doctrinal storms, was one of real efficiency and steadily increasing 
influence. In him a leading scholar and theologian is removed, and an 
important figure in modern religious life. Indeed no one has more clearly 
shown how a devout religious life may be enriched by critical scholarship. 



